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THE STORY OF THE EPPLERS INCLUDES THE START OF MARA CLUB 

In 1975, Mike casually mentioned to Zanna that he had been interested in ham radio since 1958, when a 

friend, who worked for Reeve Air Motive, gave Mike a short wave receiver. Plus, Mike attended ham radio 

classes put on by the Alaska Civil Defense in the basement of the Center Theater in Palmer, Alaska. Zanna 

explained that she also had an interest in ham radio because immediately after the 1964 earthquake in Alas-

ka, she turned on her dad’s short wave radio and heard amateur radio operators conducting emergency re-

sponse nets.  

Both Mike and Zanna studied radio operations manuals and morse code. Mike obtained his license and first 

call sign, WL7ILA, in the fall of 1975. Zanna fought with the morse code, but attended a community college 

class with Violet and Joe Reddington, and that class helped Zanna (WL7IRE) and Violet get their licenses in 

the summer of 1976. 

Mike and Zanna became active members of the Anchorage Amateur Radio Club but because of the long 

drive to/from the Club meetings in Anchorage, they decided that the Valley needed a ham club since the 

Matanuska Valley ham population was growing. There were over 300 hams in the area that included Knik, 

Big Lake, Houston, Wasilla, and Palmer. One evening, on his way home from work in Anchorage, Mike was 

driving his Datsun B210, talking on his Atlas 210 HF radio on 75 meters, to John Miller, AL7AA and the idea 

of a club in the Valley came together with 6 ham radio operators.  

 A ham club is born 

Mike, now KL7ILA, Zanna, now KL7IRE, Doug Olive, KL7IKN, Milton Souter, KL7IPJ, 

Norm Dietz, KL7IPA, and John Miller, AL7AA got things set up. Matanuska Ama-

teur Radio Association (MARA Club) came into being at that meeting in 1977. 

Mike applied for a club call sign, and the club was assigned KL7JFU, which is ac-

tive at club functions like field day with packet radio on a repeater on 

146.25/146.85. 

Dayton Hamvention: Alaska Hams Mike, Zanna, two fellas not sure their name/call signs, and Steve-KL7FZ.  

Continued from page 2 

Continued on page 9 
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BUCKET LIST - HAM RADIO VERSION 

I came across this on ARRL and wanted to share. Article was written by James Kocsis, WA9PYH, 

wa9pyh@arrl.net, edited down due to space. Full article with his commentary to each list item can be found 

at website https://www.arrl.org/one-ham-s-bucket-list.  

 

Before You Kick the Bucket List 

1. Operate a contest for 24 hours with no sleep.  

2. Go on a DXpedition. If you can’t swing a DXpedition, operate from a foreign country you are planning to 

visit. Obtain permission or a license if required. 

3. Operate from a large hill, the top of (or partway up) a mountain or the top of a tall building with a VHF/

UHF rig and gain antenna to see how far you can work simplex.  

4. Operate from a motorcycle or bicycle.  

5. Erect an antenna so large that it is capable of staying up for only a contest weekend.  

6. Run low power from the beach, park, woods, parking lot, hotel balcony, vacation spot, boat or ship.  

7. Visit a high power AM station transmitter site.  

8. Operate a classic ham station — this means tubes, separate receiver /transmitter/VFO and a straight key. 

9. Build a kit.  

10. Homebrew an antenna even if it’s just with wires. (Remember to keep away from the power lines). 

11. Increase your CW speed to 10, 15, 20+ WPM.  

12. Operate PSK. 

13. Participate in Field Day. 

14. Demonstrate ham radio at your child’s (or grandchild’s’) school science class.  

15. Write an article for QST.  

16. DX on the AM and FM broadcast bands to see how many stations you can “log.”  

17. Set up a table at a hamfest.  

18. Learn simple satellite operation  

19. Become an Elmer to a neighbor, friend or relative.  

20. Demonstrate ham radio at a nursing home.  

21. Provide communications during a marathon, parade, bike race, foot race, etc.  

22. Go to a Hamvention.  

23. Organize your QSLs into a photo album and your logs in a three-ring binder in chronological order.  

24. Teach or help teach a ham license class.  

25. Operate from W1AW.  

 

Jim Kocsis, WA9PYH, an ARRL member, is a test engineer at Honeywell Aerospace. He has homebrewed small 

projects his entire ham career, including a weather satellite downconverter and parabolic dish for 1691 MHz, 

and a 2400 MHz downconverter, helix fed parabolic dish for satellite work, circularly polarized Yagi antennas 

for 2 meters and 436 MHz satellite work.  
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The first MARA Club Field Day 

was held in this cabin located 

between Joe Remington’s old 

boat and the Cook Inlet in 

Knik; included among others, 

Rich Runyon, AL7FI, Logan 

Groomer, KL7EKI, and Ken 

Slauson, WB7SFO. 

 

A few years later, the MARA Club joined American Radio Relay League (ARRL) and has been active ever since. 

Over the years, the MARA Club has helped with communications at the Iditarod, Junior Iditarod, Joe Reding-

ton and Susan Butcher ascending Denali with sled dog teams, numerous emergency communications and 

attended emergency fairs throughout the Valley, from Sutton to Willow. The MARA Club is currently 48 years 

old, has around 100 members, and provides classes to anyone at any age that want to learn about the hobby.  

 

As the club nears its 50 year anniversary, maybe it is time for the 

MARA Club to approach ARRL about holding an Amateur Radio 

Convention in Alaska, like the one that happened in 1978. 

 

 

 

 

Continued from page 6 

        in front of Norwegian Radio Museum 
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JOTA-JOTI  

(JAMBOREE ON THE AIR/INTERNET) 

JOTA/JOTI for the MARA Club was held on October 

19 at Camp Gorsuch and provided scouts with a 

fun opportunity to communicate over the air by 

voice or messaging with ham operators. 

The MARA Club earned a certificate for their part 

in the activity. 

PACKET RADIO—AKA PuTTY 

 

MARA ARES includes communications via packet or 

PuTTY during the Thursday night net. Valley Node is 

on frequency 147.960 and Eagle Node is on 145.010.  

 

To participate, you will need a laptop or desktop 

computer with the PuTTY program installed and a 

radio with a TNC or a separate TNC to connect to the 

node(s). 

 

For further information or attend a training, please 

contact Don Bush, KL7JFT, at kl7jft@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARRL MEMBERSHIP 

Membership costs vary, depending on type and if 

you add any or all of the QST, On the Air, QEZ, and 

the National Contest Journal magazines. The ARRL 

membership fee and their benefits information is at 

website https://www.arrl.org/membership#dues . 

 

If you have the MARA Club Treasurer submit your 

membership application and fee, then MARA Club 

receives a percentage. Contact John Carrington, 

KL1XM, at the general membership meetings. 
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SKYWARN 

MARA ARES is an active participant of the Alaska 

National Weather Service (NWS),  National Oceanic 

and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Skywarn 

program. For additional information, please review 

the website https://www.weather.gov/SKYWARN  

Contact Don, KL7JFT, kl7jft@gmail.com to sign up 

for local training and involve-

ment in the program. 

 

 

“Skywarn® and the Skywarn® logo 

are registered trademarks of the 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration, used with permis-

 

 

 
 
 
 
“Before, during, and after disasters, CERT volunteer 
teams perform basic response activities, including 
checking in on neighbors, distributing information to 
the public, supporting emergency operations cen-
ters, and helping to manage traffic and crowds. Local 
CERT programs train and organize teams of volun-
teers to assist their families, neighbors, co-workers, 
and other community members. CERT training co-
vers basic skills that are important to know in a dis-
aster when emergency services are not available.” 
Quoted from website https://ready.alaska.gov/
Preparedness/CERT 
 

Info on joining the Palmer/Wasilla CERT group, 
please contact Kathy Cappa, kathy@thecappas.com 
 

Info on attending available CERT trainings, please 
contact Ken Hudson, radiohamming@gmail.com 
 

Info on establishing a CERT group, please contact 
EOC Talon Boeve, talon.boeve@matsugov.us 

 

 

 

 

“is a network of amateur radio and authorized gov-

ernment stations that provide worldwide radio email 

using radio pathways where the internet is not pre-

sent. … built, operated and administered entirely by 

licensed "Ham" volunteers. ... supports email with 

attachments, position reporting, weather and infor-

mation bulletins, and is well-known for its role in ... 

emergency and disaster relief communications. ... 

capable of operating completely without the internet

--automatically--using smart-network radio relays.  

Licensed Winlink operators/stations use both ama-

teur radio and government radio frequencies world-

wide.”   

Quoted from https://www.winlink.org/ 

Training to be provided soon……...contact Don Bush, 

kl7jft@gmail.com to sign up. 

 

 

NEED EQUIPMENT OR WANT TO 

SELL SOME AND MISSED THE 

HAMFEST?? 

CHECK OUT THE SWAP AND 

SHOP ON THE CLUB WEBPAGE 

http://kl7jfu.com/swap-and-shop/ 
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NETS From website http://kl7jfu.com/nets/ 
Contact Don Bush at kl7jft@gmail.com with questions or revisions so the website and this page is kept current. 
 
 

Repeater Nets, VHF-FM     

Sunday  2000 hrs 146.43 Mhz Simplex MATSU Old Timers Net Open Check ins and discussions 
Monday  1930 hrs DMR Net, AK TG 3102 Statewide Net  General DMR Discussion 
Monday  2000hrs 146.58 Mhz Simplex Valley North Net  Contact: Hal/KL0WX 
Wednesday 1900hrs 146.52 Mhz Simplex S Central Simplex Net Contact: Various Freqs. KL7AA/KL7TS 
Thursday 2000hrs 147.330 Mhz Plus Shift, 103.5hz Tone ARES Net  
This is the main emergency VHF net. You do not have to belong to the ARES group to check in, There are different themes each 
week, such as Hand Held/Cross Band, Mobile, Red Cross and Emergency Power. Listen for theme at the beginning of each NET. 
Alternate/backup NET Freq. is 147.30 + shift/141.3hz Tone 

 
 
WINSystem     

Daily  2200hrs  146.790 Mhz Minus Shift, 100.0 Tone Insomniac Net  
It’s a Trivia Net. Usually 3 questions & 3 Answers to choose from each question. There’s a different Net Controller for every night. 
Check in 2 weeks in a row with each individual Controller to get on the list. You can also sign up for the questions to be emailed to 
you each night 
Tuesday  1600hrs  146.790 Mhz Minus Shift, 100.0 Tone East Coast Reflector Tech/Check-in Net  
Friday  1730-1930hrs 146.790 Mhz Minus Shift, 100.0 Tone WINSystem Tech Net w/Gordon West, usually for 
the first hour, Ron WB6IAG “Antenna Specialist” & hosted by Steve N5ZUA 
Friday  1930hrs  146.790 Mhz Minus Shift, 100.0 Tone Swap Net following the WINSystem Tech Net 

 
 
Packet Nets     

Anytime  147.960 Mhz / simplex 1200 baud Packet Peanut Gallery (PPG)  Connect to “valley” and type “talk”. 
Anytime  145.01 Mhz / Simplex 1200 Baud  Eagle packet has changed to Digital and mailbox system to reach Kenai
  

 
Simplex Chat     

National  146.520 Mhz  Mat-Su Valley 146.430 Mhz  Trapper Creek/Talkeetna 146.58 Mhz 
Anchorage 146.490 Mhz  Kenai Peninsula 146.420 Mhz 

 
 
HF Nets     

Monday – Friday 0830 hrs  14.292 Mhz USB  Alaska Pacific Net  Directed Net 
Monday 2000 hrs   3.920 Mhz LSB  Willow CERTs Net  Open check in 
Daily 1800 hrs   3.920 Mhz LSB  Alaska Sniper’s Net Directed Net 
Daily 2000 hrs   7.093 Mhz LSB  Alaska Bush Net  Open check in 
Daily 2100 hrs   3.933 Mhz LSB  Alaska Motley Net Open check in 
Saturday  1000 hrs  3.920 Mhz LSB  Alaska Swap Net  Open check in. Contact: Dean/WL7PM 
Monday – Friday 1200 hrs  3.920 Mhz LSB  Alaska Old Timers Net Open check in 
4th Saturday of month  1000 hrs 5167.5 Mhz USB  Alaska Emergency Frequency  
 
Open check in § 97.401 Operation during a disaster. A station in, or within 92.6 km (50 nautical miles) of, Alaska may transmit 
emissions J3E and R3E on the channel at 5.1675 MHz (assigned frequency 5.1689 MHz) for emergency communications. The chan-
nel must be shared with stations licensed in the Alaska-Private Fixed Service. The transmitter power must not exceed 150 W PEP. A 
station in, or within 92.6 km of, Alaska may transmit communications for tests and training drills necessary to ensure the establish-
ment, operation, and maintenance of emergency communication systems.  
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